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Sd now parcaris peccare prieribus adder, 


Olim Fe te contra Concie teftis erit. 
Hac aliqui lefta flentes ſud crimina muitum, 
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b The [ame in E 
"Hou that dolt reade or henre this worke, 

2] wiſh thee to doe this: d 
in time, and fianetorſake, 
Amend what is amiſſe. 

But if thou wilt adde (linne to ſinne, 

Not minding to amend : . 
This Sermon ſhall a witneſſe be 


thee in the end. 
somè that baue heard this read of lars, 
Lamenting much their ſinne, 


Have chang'd their former manners, and 
Auen life now beginne. 
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Ts the Reader, 


— ienor wy vie eckecſpe 
: is is not my vic;l ſeekee 

ally the ſaluation of the ſimple and <a 
rant: and therefore floope downe to 
their reach and capacitie. T heretorel be- 
ſeech thee, gentle Reader, accept my 
good meaning: Reade this without 

*zudice, like it as thou proſiteſt; ſo thale 
thou haue praiſe of Go n, and comfort 
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LVKE I3z. 5. 
I tell you nay, but except you repent, you 
. ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


leruſalem. Wherein they did vtter a ſecret c 
ruption naturally engendzed in all men: that 
is, very ſharpely to le into the ſins of others, 
e but in * 
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while to Hattet Latter thewſelues, £ fo be blind-fold 
in (&ing their owne (mncs. Foz theſe men 
thought, becauſe the like iudgements did not 
fall vpon them, therefoze they were well e- 
nongh, they were not ſo great ſinners, but ra- 
ther highly in the fanour of God; accozding as 
many doe falſely ſuppoſe, that they are alwaics 
the wozt& ſozt of peopte whom Gov doth moſt 
ſtrike and pꝛeſſe with his puniſhing hand : ha⸗ 
ning foꝛgotten that God both not keepe an 03- 
dinarie rate here below, to puniſh every man 
as he is wo: tf, oz to fauaur and cocker him as 
der is beit, but onely faketh ſome examples as 
be thinketh god foz the mmſtrucion and aduer⸗ 
tiſement of all others, and to be as it were las 
king-glaCes, wherein euery man may ſ& his 
owne face, pea, and his owne cauſe handled z 
and that © od is a ſcacre renenger of fin : that 
all men may learne by the example of ſome to 
tremble and beware, left peraducnture they 
be wozthflp conſtrained to kepe their owne 
furnes, and to know what they haue deſerned. 
Theſe men,which bzorght theſe newes to out 
Savfotix Ch:iT, had taken fozth this leſſon : 

Wherenpon our Sautour is (ufflp occaſioned 
fo coꝛreu their erroneaus and ſiniſter mdge- 
ment, and to teach them that they muſt not re- 
fopce af the iuſt puniſhment of others, but ra- - 
ther bc (ſtructed thereby torepent. 
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And further, to (ignifie that God doth not 
alwaies moſt punith the meſt notozious ofen - 
ders , as Purtherers, Theucs , Robbers, 8 
Mhozemongers, Blaſphemers, Nuarrelers, 
Scoffcrs, and ſuch like : but reſerueth then 


were fatteth them againſt the dap of laughs 
ter; and thergfoze he anſwereth them nega- 
tiaely, e ſaith ; No, oz not ſo, but except ye re- 
peut, ye (hall likewiſe all periſh : As if be honld | 
ſap: Are pe all of this opinion ind d, that only 
monſtrous finners are puniſhes in this wozld, 
and others let alone: 02 that the Galileans, and 
thoſe x vii. vpon whom the Tower of Siloam |} 
tell, were greater Gnners then all others: DB: 
dot pou thinke becauſe the ſame iudgements 
haue not light vpon pou, therefoze pou ſhall 
ſteale awap in the darke, and eſcape the judges 
ments of God: No, no. pou are deceived: Foz 
I (ay unto you, that except vou mourne and la- 
ment fo2 your fins, and fall to ſome agreement 
with Godin time, you (I ſap, euen pon, which 
| are lo ready to condemne others, and (uſtifis 
your ſelues) (hall not only pertſh with the like | 
(ndgements in this pꝛeſent wozld, but be cnex- * 
laſtingly condemned in the woꝛld to come. 8 
that our Sauiour in ſo ſaying, doth thunder 
downe a moſt dzcadfull ſentence vpon all our 
beads ; foz he concludeth and ſetteth 2 | 
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vnto the iudge ment of the great day, and as if | 15 
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that all men lining vpon the face of the earth, 
| whether they bee high oz low, rich oz poze, 
pong 0: old, noble oz vn-noble, learned oz un- 
learned, ſimple oz politicke, of what eſtate, de⸗ 
| gre, and condition ſocucr they be, liumg ano 
dying without repentance, ſhall periſh and bee 
damned in hell re foz euer. The Scriptures 
are ful of ſuch thunder · bolts. Ioh.3. 18. He that 
deleeues not, is damned alteady. And 2Cor. 13. 3 
Proue your (clues whether you ate in the faith, 
examine your ſelues: know you not your ſelues, 
that Telus Chtiſt is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates? Mhere the Apoſtle flatly ſetteth downe 
that all thoſe which haue not Chꝛiſt dwelling 
in their hearts by faith, which is the houſhold- 
fEer of repentance, ars no better then repz0- 
bates, caſt-awapes, and condemned perſons. 
But becauſe-the moſt people in theſe dayes are 
grofly dccetued in Repentance, both concer- 
ning what it is, what it meaneth, what it woz- 
keth, what be the qualities and conditions of 
ft, which be the cauſes, and which be the lets 
and hindzances ; and allo whp, when, e wheres 
foze we ſhould repent : therefoze J haue apzes 
fent intent to teach; firſt, what is repentance ; 
ſecondly, which bee her qualities and fees 2 
thicdly, when wee would repent : fourthip, 


wheresfofe we ſhould repent : and laſt of all, 


what letteth vs from repentance. Which ozder 
| and 
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and methode of teaching, although ſome may 
millike (as indeed with me it is not ozdinarp) 
pet conlidering the matter I haue in hand, A 
thinks it not inconuenient. But tothe matter. 

Nepentance is an inward ſozrowing and 
continuall mourning in the hrart and conſti⸗-⸗ 
ence fo2 iin, iopned with faith, and both inward 
and outward amendment. Inward (J ſay) in 
changing the thoughts and affcaions of the 
heart, and outward in changing the woꝛds and 
wozkes from euill to god. This repentance no 
doubt, was in Dauid, who when hee was co⸗ 


nertly repzoued by the P;ophet m 


his ns lapd befo;e his eves, did not ſtubbo 
defend them, and ſo tuſtle againſt God: noz 
ſecretly accuſe them and daube them ouer, but 
cryeth out in the bitterneſte of heart, 1 have 
ſinned, and thereapon made the 51. Pſlalme8 
Pſalme indeed? full of dolour and hcauinefſe, | 
wherein the Pꝛophet bewaileth bis faults, las 
menteth bis uns, and pzaycth tuen foz a new 
heart, and a new ſpirit , new thoughts, new 
aﬀfecions,ncw purpoſes of amendment of life: 
lo that in Dauid we map ſe an inward ſozrow- 
ing, a laſting griete (as the Bake of Plalmes 
doth every where declare, which laycth him 
out, as it were in an Anatomy) pea, and great 
retkoʒ mation, both in inward, and outwadPd lins: 
Pere thercfoze dehold what ts ary 


LikewiſeS, Peter th;ough infirmily haning 
denyed his Lozd and Paſter Chziſt, and being 
pinched of his one conſcience and wakened 
with Ge alarme of a poze Cockes croming, 
went out of the Court of Pilace, with an hea⸗ 
nis Heact weeping bitterly, and ener after 
ffoutly pzofeling Chʒiſt cuen vnts the death. 
Se then what is repentance. The P;ophets 
in the Old Teſtament , erhozting the rebelli⸗ 
ous Jewecs vnto repentance, vie commonly 
an Bebzew Uerbe, which ſignifies, Turne pe, 
oz, Returne pe, and come backe againe: by 
the which Petaphoz is meant, that like as a 
man that is ſtrayed farre out of his way, muſt 
returne quite backe againe the confrarp wap: 
Do thoſe that haue ſtrayed from the wap of 
godiinele to the way of ſinne, muſt come 
backe againe as faſt as euer they went foz- 
ward, and altogether change the courſe of their 
life : ſo that repentance is an earneũꝭ turning 
vnto Gad, with ail our heart, ſoule and minde. 
Satnt lohn Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles in the 
new Teſtament, exhozting vnto repentance, 
ble the Gzeetie woꝛd, which ignificth a chan⸗ 
ging of the minde afterward, oꝛ aftex-wit : (6 
that thofe which th2ough thcir ſollp, and want 
of fozmer wit, haue flipped into the depe pit 
and dangerous gulle of inne, when they come 
onto themſelues, t haue recouered their oth 
w 
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will be wiſe afterward, and take herd they ne / 
uer come there againe, accozding to the : 


werbe : The burne childe will take heede of the 


fire, By this time, J hope pou ſes what is Re- 

pentance ; it is not euery ſozrow, but ſozro es 
fo; ſinne; not foz ſome ſinne but foz all nme: 
not foz an houre, but foz euer: not foz a day, 


bat conftinaally ; not foz a werke, but as long 


as we liue. Dome thinke every ſozrow is res | 
pentance, but fo ſhould wozldlings repent. | 
Some thinke enery little pant foz ſinne is Res | 
pentance, ſo ſhould Pharaoh repent. Some | 
thinke all weeping and lamenting foz ſinne is 
pentance , ſo ſhould Eſau, ludas, and Cain re⸗ 
repent, Some thinke euer little bumbling of * 
ont ſelues is repentance, but ſo hound Anab | 
repent. Some thinke that god wok s, ind 
god purpoſcs are repentance, but ſo theuld 
every ſicke man repent. Some thinke that rc- 
koꝛmation of wo:ds and deds are repentance, 
but ſo (honld ciiull men repent, Some thinke 


that to cry God mercy is repentance, and ſo 


would euerp fle repent, You ſ@ therefozs 
how many are dzcetued in repentance. But if 
pon will ſe what it is inderd, loke back to that 
which bath beene ſaid befoze : fo2 he that will 
repent in god earneſt, muff not hang downe 
his head like a bul . roſy fo2 a day oneiy, and (a 
bane done: no; cry from the toth —_ g 
or 
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Lord haue mercy on me, and ſo awap : but het 
mult make a backe-reckoning, with diligent 
conſideration of his foꝛmer lite, as did the P20- 
phet Dauid, Pſalme 119.50. J haue conſidered 
my wayes, and turned my feete vnto thy Te- 
ſtimonies. So muſt euerp one that meaneth 
to repent, flinke aſide into ſome cozner , 02 
out- place, that there he map haue rome enogh 
to beate his owne conſcience, and to make his 
heart (ſmart foz his ſinnes by aggrauation 
thercof, and weighing all the circamſtaicces, 
as in the ninth of Daniell: The Church of 
God confelleth her linnes,not lightly, but with 
wonderfull great exaggeration , and heaping 
vp one thing to another. Oo that it is not 
enough to (ay, I haue (inned : but fo ſap, J 
haue moſt traiterouſly ſinned, J haue moſt 
obſtinatcly, careleſly, and rebelliot ſiy ſinncd: 
I haue monſtroully offenbed in ſuch a place, 
in ſuch a houle, in ſuch a companp, on ſuch a day, 
in ſuch a cozncr, in the darke, J committed A⸗ 
dulfery cloſely, when J thought none had 
ſeene me, in ſuch a chamber J deſtled my neigh⸗ 
bours wife, mine owne conſcience doth accuſe 
mee of it: in ſuch and ſuch company J haue 
biene dꝛunke, I haue ſpoken and railed againſt 
Gods Moꝛd, 4 haue mocked the Pꝛeachers, 
A haue ſpared no oathes noꝛ filthy ſpech : and 
now (O Lozd) Lozd, what an bgly monſter 

and 
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and loꝛetched villaine am J: Here J and 


befoze thy pꝛeſence, all naked, blinde, wounded, N 4 


poze,w2etched and miſerable, hauing deſerues 


a thouſand damnations, if thou ſhouldeſt enter 
into indgement, and trie the Law with me. 


Therefoze J beſiech thee to ſhew pittie ann 


compaſſion vpon mee. Annoynt my wounds 


with the ople of mertie, reſtoꝛe me my ſight, 
cloathe my nakedneſſe, enrich mer that am 


poze,ffrengthen me that am weake, helpe me 
that am fallen : O bid me not farewell. The 
Infant ouercommeth his mother with crying, 
the childe his Father with weeping, and the 
ſeruant his maſter by intreaty, and wilt thon | 
not be intreated M Loꝛd: Thus, A ſay, if cues 
rp man would ſpeake in his conlcience to God, 
and thus narrowly , o2: moze narrowip cta- 
mine himſelke, vndoubtedlp hie were in the 
wap to repentance. 

But alas, it is a wozld to ſ& how the blinde 
buzzards, and croked Canker-wo:mes of 
this wozld goe awꝛie from this rule, decei⸗ 
ning themſelues with the bare title and na⸗ 
ked name of Repentance. Man (ind&d) can 
talke of it, but few walke in it: many ſpeake 
of it, but few ſele it: many deſcribe it, but 
few know it. It is hidde and locked bp from 
the Wozld, and rencaled onely vnfo Gods 


Childzen ; manp thinke they haut caught it, 
whey 
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when they haue but the Chadoly of it. It is ſo 
bigh that ſcw can reach it: Jt is ſo depe that 
few can come to the bottome of it: It is ſo nar⸗ 
row, that few can enter into it: ſo wide, that 
few can compꝛehend it: ſo flipperp, that few 
tan hold it: ſo ſecret, that few can finde it: 
therefoze mp deare bzethzen, J beſeech pou let 
bs pzay bnto our God, that he would reacale 
butfo vs this myſtery which is hid from the 
wozld, that we may ſe it. and know it, finde it, 
and fcle it, to our endleſſe comfozt, thzough 
Chzilt Jeſus, which grace he grant vs. 

But now to the ſecond popnt, concerning 
the Nualities and Fruits of Repentance : one 
eſpeciall quality of Repentance is alwaycs 
to bzing with it remiſſion of finncs:fo2z where 
frueKepentance goeth befoze, there remiſſion 
of ſinnes mult ncceflarilp follow after: Not 
that Repcntance deſerueth remiſion of ſinnes, 
but becauſc where God wozketh repenſance, 
there her pardoneth linnes becauſe of his pꝛo⸗ 
mile, as in Ezekiel 18. 27. When the wicked 
tucneth away from his wickedneile that hee 
hath committed, and doth that which is law- 
foll and right, be (hall ſaue his ſoule aliue. And 
againe, Elay 55-7. Let the wicked forlake his 
wayes, and the vnrighteous his oe imagina- 
tions, and turne vnto the Lord, and hee will 
haue mercie vpon him. Bo hiere wa fe to 

whom 
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whom fozgtuenelTe of linnes, and the mercy of 100 
God belongeth : namely, to the penitent in ⸗ 
ners, to thoſe that leaue ſin, and imbzace god- 
lincCe, to thoſe that foxſake theit ane males 10 
and imaginations, and turne unto the Loꝛd. Vi 
And as-foz ſuch as walke in their owa mais e ' 
follow tho dclights of fin, without any ſozraw | 
02 parpoſe to leaue then, thap haue nothing ta 
doe with the mercy al Gad: and though Jelos | | 
Chꝛiſt had (uTFered a thouſanù deaths (which 
could not be) pet ſhal no impenitent ſinner haue 
remiſſion of his fins by his death, noꝛ any other WF 
benefit of his paſſion : foz they belong onely tv 
bis Church + choſen people here vpon carth. 
He thereſfoze that is not of the Church he that 
is not grafted into Chꝛiſt by faith, hee that is 
not a member of his myſticali body, can iniop Þ 
nothing by Chrilts death: lt any man abide not 
in me, he is caſt forth as a branch & withereth, 
and men gather them, and caſt them into the 
fire, & they burne, Ib. 13. 16. We reade in the © 
25. of Dew. haw God barreth all fubbozn fin» | 
ners from his mercp, ᷑ doth moſt terribly ſhof |} 
dut againft them, te that heareth the wor ds ot 
this curſe, & bleilerh himſelſe in his heart, ſay- 
ing | ſhall haue peace, although I walke ac- 
cording to the ſtubbornnes of mine own heart, 
thus adding drunkennes to thirſi: the Lord will 
not be mercifullvnto him, but thẽ the wrath of 
B the 
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the Lord, and his iealouſie ſhall ſmoke againſt 
that man, and euery curſe that is written in this 
booke ſhall light pon him. So that God ſaith 
plainely, he hath no mercy foz ſuch as walke in 
vaine delights of fin, e in the ſtubboznnelſe of 
their owne harts,adding dzunkennes fo thirſt: 
that (s,topning one hozrible ſin to anather: pct 
fo; all that it is a wonder fo ſ& how the blinde 
wo:mcs of the woꝛlo deceiue themſelues. Foz 
they thinke, whatſoener they ſap, whatſoener 
they doe, be it god, be it cuil, whether they re- 
pent 02 not repent, pet they ſhall be ſauted by 
Chꝛiſts death: as though they would make it 
a bawd fo their ins, and ſo wozke that villany 
againſt Chꝛiſt; J hope fo be ſaued by Chziſts 
death aſwell as the beit of them all, ſap ſome, 
But where is thy repentance, thou miſerable 
wꝛetch! Doſt thou thinke that Gods merep is 
common to all: and Chziſts death a batwd foz 
thy (ins: No,no, when if commeth to the vp⸗ 
ſhol. thou halt hop ſhoꝛt. Foz it will pꝛoue far 
otherwiſe. Foz thou ſhalt finde Gods merey 
turned inte iuſtice, and Chziſts death inte 
Wwo:me-wod, becauſe thou hatedſt knowledge, 
and chuſedſt not the feare of the Loꝛd. Thus 
pou (&,my deare bꝛethꝛen, that rept᷑tance maſt 
nieds goe befoꝛe foꝛgiueneſſe of fin, and where 
it teadeth not the way, there the gates of Gods 
mercy are ſhut vp: and this is the firſt w—_ 
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of repentance. It hath alſo anioffer condition, 
and that is, ta alter and change men from that 
they were befoze, not in ſubſtance and pzopozs 
tion of the body, but in the qualities and con 
ditions of the minde. Foz whoſoener hath 

truely repented, you (hall by and by ſ a moſt i 
maruellous and wonderfull changotn him; ſa 3 
that he will not doe as he bath done, no: ſpeake 
as he hath ſpoken, noꝛ copany as he Hath com- | 
panied, noz play the god-fellow (as they terme 
it) as he was wont to doe, no: tun the ſame 
erceſſe of ryot as h was wont. And this is 
that amazeth the wozlid, and cauſeth them to 
baile c foame at the month like wild Bozes, 
and to ſpcake euill of them that turne bunte 
God: Foz the woꝛld laueth his owne, and tan⸗ 
not abide that God ſhatld plucke one feather 
from his wings; but repentance doth bfolent- 
iy pull men ont of theclawes of Sathan, and 
change them from the condition of the woꝛld: 
foz it maketh of pzonds, humble: of hartfull, is 
bacmeleſTe:of craell,meke:of wolucs lambes: 

of lyous, ſherpe: of avulterers, chaſtcliucrs : ot 
d2annkards, ſober men: of (wearers, reuerent 
ſpeakers : of haters, friends: of deſpiſers, em- 
beacers : of ſcoffers, loners : of earthly, beas | 
nenly : of Diacls, Saints: all theſe wozketh 
repentance, Pau. trauelled foward Damaſcus | 
a Wolfe, a Pctſecuter, a Blond-ſucker, a Ma. 
33 2 ; ter, * 
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ter, a deſpiſer: hut ere he came thers he was 
quite changed, and cle ane of another mind e:ſo 
mighty was he that met him in the way. Wh# 
Jelus Chzict ſent downe the holy Ghaſt vpon 
bis Diſciples, accozding to his pzomile, thers 
were (ome (coffers at Jerulalem, which mocs 
ked and (aid, They are full of new wine: But 
the ſame men cryed out by and by after ; Men 
and brethren, what ſhall we doe to be ſaued ? 
Peers was a moſt wonderfull and ſodaine 
change, Ser then the fozce of repentance, when 
God ſtriketh it into the heart of man, and dꝛi⸗ 
ucth the naile to the head (as they lay) it effe- 
Reth that which all the wiſe dome and policy of 
man is not able to bing to pale; e when thep 
haue pꝛouled hither and thither, and laid their 
beats together, and (ought all the cozners of 
their wits, pet can they not tell which wap to 
farne thcir hand, oz where to begin to change 
the heart of a man, and to conuert him to God, 
Thercfoze repentance is ſtronger then all the 
whole wozld, and wozketh that which all men 
with their naturall wits, fine heads, and deepe 
deulces cannot compells : foz the conuerſlon of 
a ſinner is a wozkſupernaturall. Here then we 
haue a glaſſe to behold eur ſelues in, whether 
ver we bane repented, oz no: Foz if we finde 
of this change 8nd alferation in bs, wee haue 
of repented, and ſo conſcquently remaine vn⸗ 
der 
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der damnation Ther cfoꝛe let euery man loke |! 0 
vnto himſelte:foꝛ marke how much he is chan⸗ 15 
ges and alterd from his foꝛmer wicked wales, 
ſo much hath he repented. And be that is the 
ſame man he was thzt, foure, eight, nap thirty 1 
pter es agoe, ſuxe p, ſur elp, he hath not repented, 1 
and therefoze abidcth in damnation. J mar- 
uell then how theſe men, which neuer felt any ; 
change oz alteration wzought in them, nay, ix 
whoſe conſcience telleth them that thep are 
not changed, noz know what it meaneth, can 
haue hope of (aluation ; vnleſſe peraduenture 
they beltene not this doctrine, oz thinke it to be 
kalſe. J will ſend over theſe men to ſuch as. 
haue bene in the like caſe they now are, and 
pet thought they might dae well cnough fo; 
all that, although both blinde in ſudgement, # 
and coxrupt in conucrſation. J haue knowne 
and doe know men, which befoze their conucr⸗ 
ſion and (1ward ch ige, were counted as ho⸗ N 
neſt men as euer bzake bꝛead, and as ſubſtan⸗ 
ftall men as any could be, and as true dealers, | 

vpꝛight liners, god houſe-kepers, as any of! 
their neighbours : pea, and thop had the ſame F 
opinton of themſelves t: g yet notwithſtan-% 
ding when they haue felt repenfance woztitng 
this ch inge and alteration in them, th:ongh! 
the power of the Spirit, at the pzeaching of the 
Mod: and when they haue had new hearts gi⸗ 
2 3 ucn's 
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uen them to diſcerne better, and new eyes te 
| ſeo better; as men come out of adampe, haue 
wondzed and maruellcd at the palpable and 
grofſe darknefTo they were in befoze, and haue 
burſt fozth into theſe woꝛds. that they would 
not be in the ſame caſe they were befoze,nonot 
faz all the wozlvs gods: foz it they bad dyed 
in that caſe, they were (are thep ſhould hang 
been damned. But J pꝛay you, what caſe were 
they in befazer were they not god honeſt men, 
and well accounted of, and honeſt liners, and 
well taken wherſoeuer they came: ſurely they 
were ſo taken in the woꝛld but now they think 
far otherwiſe of themſelues, their eyes being 
opened, and their iudgements inlightned : foz 
now they le what they ſaw not befozs : now 
they vnderſtand that God condemneth many 
whom the world talkificth. Bee thinketh this 
erample ſhould malic ctutll and wozlolp men 
fcare and (ſuſpca themſeluts, and know their 
olune miſery befoze God. Fo2 thole men were 
as god as thep beloze their conuerſton, t pet 
alter ward cõfeſled that they were plunged to 
the bottome of hell, 6 dzowned in the depth of 
dũ mation. Me that hath carcs to heare,let hem 
bearc: t be that both eits to ler. let him ſe: fo: 
ir men will ſtill ſoth themſclusfoz all this, that 
they hill be ſaned, without fooling any change 
oz wazk of repitance, it will colt them full _ 
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in the end. Foz Chzilts wozds will pꝛous true. 155 
that whoſoeuer repent eth not, hal be damnen, 
that is, whoſoener doth not fle in himſelils 
what is repentance , and finde in himſelſa the 
qualities therof, hall be condemned: foz here 
repentance is, there ba the qualities of repens - 
fance and where the qualities be abſent, there 
is no true repentance. So that where Chit 7 
ſaith, Except ye repent, ye (ball all periſh,it is 
all one as if he had ſaid, except you know the i 
truth of repentance,ercept pou can pzoug bats 
pour conſciences the fo:zgiuenes of pour ſinnes, 
ercept pa fle a change and alteration in the 
botteme of pour harts foz all psur fozmer leud 3 
wayes and miſdemeanours, pou Hall ſurely p8- 
rich and be damned. But let vs alittle further 
ſeareh out the qualities of repentance. The A- 
poſtle in the 7. chapter ofthe 2. Epiſtle to the ö 
Corinthians ſetteth downe ſcanen notable | 
qualities and effects of repentance. | 
Tbe firſt ot them he nameth Care: For be- bs 
hold (ſaith he) this thing, that you haue beene 
godly ſory, what cate it hath wrought in you:; 
that is, an carneſt ſtudp, c as it were, a taking 
thought to pleaſe Gad : foz where true reper 


care afterward : care (4 ſap) to lius in the a- 
bedience of God : care tokeepe a god conſci⸗ 
ence, care to refozme our houſholds, care t 
DB 4 inftrgy ? 
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infiruc our wines, chfldzen, , ſeruants in the 
| knowledge of God, care fo pzay with them 
| morning and cuening: andgenerallp, care fo 
pete me all duties belonging to God: So that 
repentance is not a carciefle , but a carcfull 
thing. Let no man thinke thercfo2e, that al- 
though they welter in carcleſnefſe of the fleſh, 
« Cleepin ſecurity ali the dates of thetr life, pet 
thetr repentance is god fnough : pra.q though 
they ſpend whole daycs, nigbts, moneths, and 
pares in banities,playcs and paſtimes, in idle. 
nes, fond delights, plcaſures t boluptuovuſnes, 
in negligenct of all dutpfozgetfulnes of God, x 
contempt of all gad things: pct fo; all thisthep 
repent foz their (ins, © hope to be ſavet aſivcll 
as any other. But alas, how can theſe things 
ftand together, to repent ſo; fin, and ta delight 
in fin, to hate fin, & to lonc fin, to fly from fin, 
and fo follow after fin But theſc men I pers 
ceiue would fame make S. Paul a [par : foz hie 
fatth, A man hath neuer repented except he he 
carctoll afterward to pleaſe God, thty lay the y 
doe repent, and haue rcpented, although they 
Ine neuer lo wꝛerchedly, and carelely, But 
When all licentiovse [cwd lincrs,ftithy whoze- 
mongers, braffly bef'p gods, and careleſſe cai⸗ 
ties ceme to the kingdome of God, and arc ſa- 
urd, then wall theſc men come alſo with them, 
o be lane by carelcſſe repentance. 2 
e 
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The ncertquality and cect of repentance is | 5 
namecy Clearing of our ſelues: that is, diſchars 
ging of our ſclues when lin doth accuſe vs and 
lay things to gur charge: fo: when ſin t ©a- 
than doe terrifiethc conſcience of the pœꝛe peni⸗ 
tent Cnncr, by and by he flycth vnto God, and 
asketh foꝛgiuencſſe thzough Jeſus Chziſt, ſo 
cleareth himſelfc, and maketh his apologtie as 
gainſt ſin and Saithin : like as a man that is 
pꝛeſented into the Court vpon ſuſpition of 
whoꝛdome, oꝛ any other not oꝛious crime, muſt 
clere himlelfe by witncſſe, of that which is land 
to his charge: ſo the conſcience that is cited bx 
Sathan befaze the tuſtice and ludgtment-ſeat 
of God. clearcth it ſelſe by repentance, and af- 
keth fozgtueneTTe thongh Jeſus Chziſf. 0 
that hert we may ſe a wonderfull fruit of a pes ? 
nitent conſctence : it cannot abtde the accuſation 'S 
of ſin. it carmot be quiet tiil it be reconciled vn- If 
to God, and (o have peace with it ſelle. Fg 
this is to be noted in the godly man that wen 
be hath committed any ſin, and his conſcicnce 
telleth him of it, by and by he fels lead within 
him, and is all hcauy and cannot ſcepe quietip 
till he haut gott en into ſome cozner, where he 
map mourne t lament to the full, 4 confeſte end 
lay open himſcife unto God, and ſo clcare htm- 
ſelſe thꝛough Jeſus Chatſt, his conſcience brca - 
ring him witncs that his ſin is fozgiuen. Whers 5 
as 7 


as confrariwiſe, the bngodly man, when his 
conſcience accuſeth him of un, bee diſpatcheth 
away all ſuch thoughts and treaveth them vn⸗ 
derfot:and by x by calleth foz a pairs of Cards 
82 Tables, oz ſome merry companion to dztne 
away time, and to put out all ſuch thoughts 
outofhis head: £ ſo indeed he increaſeth them 
moze and moze, and cauſcth them to rankle 
inwardly. 

The third quality is called Indignatien : 
that is, a moztall x deadly hatred againſt fin, 
as when a man doth ſhudder and ſhake, and 
as it were grind his teeth at the remembꝛante 
of his ſins ; foz this is alwapes in the penitent 
perſon, to loathe and abhozre all ſinne from his 
heart, bath his owne finnes, and the unnes 
of others, and to hate itas the Diuell himleife, 
which is the authoz of it; and to flie from (tas 
from the very tut thꝛoat and hang-man of his 
ſoule, and to know it to be the onely thing that 
blindeth and hardeneth, that ſeparateth from 
God, aud pzocurctih all plagues and diſeaſes, 
both of body and ſonle again vs. Therefoze 
he ſpitteth at it in vcfiance, and diſdaineth it, 
and ſtoppeth his noſc at the ſtinke of if, wher- 
ſocaer he ſmelleth it. 

{The fourth thing is Feare, which is a cer- 
faine awe of God, when a man is afraid to dif- 
pleaſe him: foz the penitent perſon __—_y al⸗ 
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wapes, and being pꝛiup to his owne infirmity 
and weaknes (when God neuer lo litt le with⸗ 
dꝛaweth his grace and leauethj him alone) woꝛ⸗ 
keth his ſaluation with feare and krembling. 
Dae will not pzeſume vpon fozmer grace to 
commit any lin, 02 flatter himſelfe in the mer- 
ty of God,and the things that he Hath already 
taſted of Gov, to yeld to ſame little ſin, thin» 
king be may do that & be the child of God well 
enough, becauſe ſome of Gods childzen hauc 
fallen info greater: but rather hee trembleth 
at the leaſt motion of fin, and is afraid of the 
temptation which ſatan trappeth in the wap, 
and is afraid when the temptations of fin ara 
bpon him, to ſatis ſie the hunger of ſin : but ra- 

ther be fighteth againſt fin whe ſin fighteth a- 

gainſt him, pzeſenteth the feare of God befozs | 
his epes (as godty /o/eph in the aſlault of Poti- 
pher: wife) to be as it werea tower of defence, 

t wel-ſpzing of life to auo(d the ſnares of death. 
The fift thing is Deſire, that is, hungring 
and thirſting after righteouſutſſe. Foz thepes 
nitent man is rauiſhed with a deſire of gas 
things: he deſireth to be cuerp dap better then 
other, de deſircth to leave eucrp day ſome fin, 
he deſireth to pzay,he deſireth new knowledge 
and new vonderſtanding of heauenly things. 
He deſireth to heare Sermons. and wil ſtrain T7 
bimſglfe to heare them. He dcfireth the coms © 


pany of the godlp, thinking himſelfe in heauen 

when he is amongſt them. Hee defireth the 
ſalaation of his very enemies, and pꝛayeth fo; 
them. All theſe, and many other ſuch like de- 
ares arc in the penitent man. 

The ſirt qualityis Zeale,which conſiſteth in 
the earneſt cmbzacing of vertue, and hatred of 
vice: ſo that the penitent perſon is zealous of 
every god thing, zralous of Gods gloꝛp in all 

placcs, in all companics, and amongſt all per- 
ſons. Me cannot abide that Gods hono; ſheuld 
be impcached, oz his name blaſphe med, oz his 
glozy trampled vnder fot by wicked men: but 
will open his mouth to rep2ouc the wicked, & 
ſt ind & 2oflp in the defence of Gods glozp. His 
is not liue the Atheifts and diſſemblers, which 
arc alw ues as the company, that is, godlp a- 
mongſt the godly, a Þ;oteſtant among Þ3z0- 
teſtants, wicked among the wicked, a Papiſt 
amongſt Papiſts, a wozldling amongſt wozld- 
Imgs,and a ſwearer amongſt ſweaxers,a wea- 
ther cocke that turneth with every wind. The 
penit ent man, I (ay is not of that ſtampe : but 
be is conſtant and p ealous in all god things: hee 
is zcalovs both againſt the plealur es and pzo- 
fits of inne: though be might winne a Whole 
wilo, oz plcaſure htmſelfe never ſo much by 
committing ſinne ag ainſt God, pet he will re⸗ 
fuſe it: foz he hath learnd from Chziſts 1 
that 
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that it ſhall not p2ofit a man to win the whote 
wozld, and to loſe his awne ſoule. 

The laſt thing is Revepge:that is, the peni⸗ 
tent perſon is ſo eſfended with the tr hee hath 
comitted, that he wilt be renenged of himſelfe 
foz it. As foz ctample, if he have offended in 
gluttony, he will reuenge himſelfe by faſting 
two 82 that dapes after. It he haue offended in 
who:edome, he will be reucngedof his luſts by 
baltering and b;tacling of them eacrafter : . 
he bane offended in conetous catching and pol⸗ 
ling of other mens gods, he will be rruenged 
on humſelfe by reſtitation, as was godly g pe- 
nitent Zacheus ; + this med is a ſperciall fruit 
of repentance, to refo:me cur ſelues in thoſe 
things wherein we haue molt offenocd. Now 
then we ſ& (mp ocare bzethzen) what lpeth in 
the bell pol Irepentance , and which be her in- 
wards;ſo that we mu neds now come tothe 
valacing and vnboweiling of Chziſts woꝛds: 
Except ye repent(ſarth he)ye (hal all periſb:that 
is except pe hene this foze-named care, you ſhall 
ali be damned: ercept ye haue this Clearing of 
your (clues, pou ſhall be damned : Except you 
haue (his Indignation, pon ſhall bee damned: 
Except pon haue this Feare, pon ſhall be dam⸗ 
ned: Except vou have this Deſire, vou hall all 
be damned: Except pon haue this Zeale, pu 
ſhall all be damned: Except peu baue this 
Revenge, | 
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Reuenge, vou (hall all be damned. Foz our Sas 
mour Chiſt doth not ſpeak ofthe bare name of 
Repentance, but of Kepcntance with her fur- 
niture and appurtenances z ſo that wholocncr 
bath not Kepentance with all her qualities 
t effects, 02 at leaſt ſome meaſure of them,he 
bathnoKepentance indted, and therefoze ſhall 
be damned: For except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
pecich,, But me thinketh that J heare ſome 
man (ay: here is nothing but damnation, dam⸗ 
nation, pou pꝛeach nothing but the Law, let 
bs heaxe of the Gaſpell. My bꝛethzen. J p20- 
teſt vnto pou , that I ſpeaks tn loue whatſoe- 
ner I ſpeake, J vere the ſaluation of pon all. 
Af J could win but two of all this congrega- 
tion, J would count mp ſelfe happp, and thinke 
that Cod had greatly bleed mp labours. And 
undoubtedlp, if J knew any nearer wap to 
b:ing vou to God then by pꝛeaching the Law 
to make pon know pour ſelues, ſurely, furclp, 
J would ble it: o: if J could be perſwaded that 
the pꝛeaching of the Golpel, e mercy, would do 
vou moe god, pou ſhould heare of nothing 
but Goſpell,Goſpell, Mercy, Percy. Bnt alas, 
I ſ& that encrp cateleſſe and ignoꝛant man 
pꝛeſumeth vpon Gods mercy, I ſe that euer 


filthy liuer, and notoꝛious blaſphemer, abu ' 


ſcth Gods mercy, in applying it to himſelfe 
without repentance, ſo that they would make 
Gods 
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Gods merep acloake foz their uns; J ſi that 
cuerp man would faine be flattered in fin, and 
heare of it no moze,but haue the Goſpell pꝛea⸗ 
ched : which tnded belongeth not vnto them, 
continuing in their ſtnbboznnefCe, but onely 
fo the penitent ſimmer which fozſaketh him⸗ 
ſelfe, and groaneth and panteth vnder the bur⸗ 
den of his ſin. Thereſoʒe when J (& pon hums 
bled with the conſcience of pour ſinnes, and 
groane and pant under the burthen of them: 
when A (@ peur faces blubbered with wer⸗ 
ping, and your hearts mollified, and (ozrow- 
ing with care, then will J comfozt you, and 
ccaſe to pzeach the Law. But J pzap pon, will 
you ſteale, murder, and commit adulterv, and 
yet heat e of mercy e Mill pou macke, [weare, 
blaſpheme and raile, and pet heare of mercy 2 
Mill pon ſerue ſin, hate vertue, & follow vont 
owne luſts, and pet heare of mercy « Wou!d 
vou haue plaiſters befoze pou haut wounds: 
Mould pou haue phpſicke befoze pou be ficke: 
Woald pou be let blod befoze pou haue ne&d e 
Mould pou not account him a foliſh Phpfl⸗ 
tion that will miniſter phyſicke to a whole 
man: Mould pon not thinke him an vnskilfull 
Chtrurgton, that will apply a gentle ſalve to 
an old feſtered ſoꝛe, and not rather coꝛzie ft z 
then know pon my bzethen . that becauſe por 


are ſuil of grole humozs, you muſt bane ſtrong 
purgations, 
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purgation, becauſe pot are full of old feſtered 
wounds, vou muſt haue tozraſiue ſalugs ; 10: 
that is belt 10: vou, and the ſpeedicit wap fo 
recouer pour heatth: and foꝛaſmuch as pou bee 
rough hozſes, pou muſt haue a rough rider, ano 
hard knotty tunber muſt haue hard wedges, 
and hard ſtrokes with a bœtie. Me pꝛeach the 
lam td dꝛius pou to Chriſt, we pzeach iudgment 
to make pon to ſceke mercy, we pzeach damna⸗ 
tion to hꝛing pon to ſaluation. But to pꝛeach 
merty t᷑ fazgiuenes, befoꝛe men ſee their ſins o 
know their miſery hy the pꝛeaching of the law 
is to pzeach the Goſpeil vnp:ofitably: Foz her 
that is ignoꝛant of the law, knoweth not what 
mtlery is in himſelf,noz what mercy is in God. 

What father is there, who if his child ſhould 
play the ſtubboꝛne bop, and diſabcy him in c- 
nerp thing he commanocth, would ſtroke his 
head, ſay he were a god bop: and not rather 
ſeuerely cozrect him, ⁊ whip him with a rod 
What Saler will commend his ſeruant foz 
doing what he lift, and not what he comman- 
aeth him! euen ſo we map not diſobey and dos 
enill, and lo to be flattered tw, and not rather 
chidden. Let vs know then, that though God 
vis ſearing, lancing, oz cozſing t ſearching of 
the bones, and other violent remedics : pet in 
the meane while he pzocurcth our health by 
them. And let vs further vnderſtand, that foz- 
almuch 
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as much as there is none other means fo dzaw 
bs to ſaluation, but by thecleanfing of all our 
vices, and the ſameclenfng cannot be done but 
bp violence, when we be warned by the do⸗ 


arine ofthe Law, ſo as our owne conſcien- 


ces accuſe vs; although we like well to be nos 
and then flattcred and ſothed, pet let vs ſeeke |! 
to be ſpoken vnto earncfly, to haue our faults * 
told vs, and be made aſhamed of them, and to 
haue out diſhoneſty diſconered, andnotdefire 
to be pleaſed: Foz it were next wap to make 
vs rotte in our owne filthinefle , if we ſhould 
hold it in ſecret, and it would coſt tw deatre the 
ſetting on, if we ſhonld be ſo flattered by men, 
and in the meane ſeaſon the heauenly Judge 
thunder downe vpon vs. 

Thercioze , when anp man commeth to a 
Sermon, let him firſt and fozmoſt make his 
reckoning to be rebuked, as meet it is, and let 
bim vnderſtand that it is foꝛ his pꝛoũt that hee 7 
is not ſothed. And if he haus itrhing eares, let 
him lay them away from him, aluring him⸗ 
ſelfe elſe that he is foze-cloſed, (a ſhall heneuer 
recetue the doctrine fo his p2ofit and inſtruai⸗ 
on: and jet him be content to haue his ſoares 
rubbed and bew2ayed, that he map be bzougyt 


to that which is foꝛ his welfare. It any man 


pleaſe a ſicke body, what hall become of him? 
ſhall hee giue him d;inke encry minute of an 
T honre 7 | 
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Hall repent. The holy Gholt in the kitten Fi 
potriteth vs to the pꝛeſent time, and crhozteth ! 
bs to make that the time of ont repentance 3 \ 
Joel 2.12. Therefoze alſo now the Loꝛd ſaith 2 | 
Turne you vato me with all your heart, wien 
faſting , with weeping, and with mourning, 
Likewiſe,in the 3 chapter ko the Hebrews:Ex- © 
hort one another, while it is called to day, leſt | 
aay of you be hardned,through the decdfol- Ti 
neileof ſin. And in the ſame chapter: To day 
if ye will heare his voice, harden not your hares, 
as in che provocation. Os that now, euen now, 
euen now is the time of repentance. 

Now wh(lf he calleth, now whilſt hc ſpea⸗ 
keth, now whilſt he knocketh; let bs now ther⸗ 
foze heare, let vs now therefoze obep , let vs 
noto therefoze redeme this dap, this pꝛeſent 
Medneſdap, which hanefo:e-owed ſa many © 
dapes, Which haue ſo long hardned our hearts, 
which haue let ſo many god things runne cut 
and ſpill beſides : let vs take vp this dap, and 
make it the day of our repentance . Althongh | 
we conld neuer be moaned with anp Sermon i 
hitherto, pet let vs now be moued once at laſt. 
Let vs nobo lap, this ſhal be my day of repen - 
tance. A will deferre it no longer, vut now will 
J turne vnto inp God, 4 fozſake all mp foꝛmer 
wicked walts, and mine owne tmaginations:J \/ 
wil now change the courſe ofmp life, and begin 
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anew againe. J will be — with Gods 
fake counſel there how to do, hew to 
behane My ſelfe in every action. J will not only 
refazme mp ſelłe, but alſo my whole houſhold, 
wife, childzen and ſeraants, accoꝛding vnto the 
ſame. Thus my deare bzethzen,J beſeech pon, 
purpoſe in your harts without any further de» 
laytand bs not like to Epicures g Nlack-graces, 
which ſap, Youth will be pouthfull, and youth 
wil haue a courſe, and what ſhould we make 
it ſo holy when we arc pong? tuſh, there n&eds 
but a ſigh anhoure befozedeath,let vs be mer» 
ry now, we Well neuer be ponger, wee will 
| repent when we arc old. Ag if (poze ſoules) 
they had Repentance in their leeues, and af 
| their commandement, and that thep conldre- 
| pent when they liſt. No, no, theſe fellows ſhall 
| pap foz their pzeſumption : fo2 God will giue 
| them oucr to hardneſſe ofhcart and impeniten⸗ 
cle, becauſe thep twke ſo much vpon them, and 
made ſo long dclaycs,that in the mcane ſcaſen 
they might entoy the pzcfits and pleaſures of 
inne. Therfoze(god bzethꝛen) let vs not put 
tt oft from dap to dap, but let vs now ſ&ke the 
Loꝛd whilet he may be found , and call vpon 
btn whilceſthe is neere: let bs take time while 
time is, ſoꝛ time and tide tarryeth foʒ no man: 
Let vs know this to be the time of our viſitas 
tion. Dur Santo; Chzill wept over — 
becauſe 


| 
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becauſe they knew not the time of their viſt- ⸗ 
tation. Me repzoaed the Jewes becflule they 
could diſcerne the face of the ®kie , but could 
nat diſcerne the ſignes of the times. And ſurs⸗ 
ly in the end it will turne to oor deftraction, if |; 
we will not know this to be the day of mercp, ! 
the time ok grace, wherin God Eretchetb fozth + 
dis hand vnto vs, and wildom crieth ont in the 
ſtrets. Therfoze now while we haue the light, 
let vs walke as chilazen ofthe light : the nige 
commeth when ns man can wozke. It ſhall bs 
te late to call foz mercy after this life, when 
the gates of mercy are ſhut vp,and repentance % 
| will be tao lata Dh deere Chꝛiſtians, let vs re- 
| member the fine f@!(h virgins, which becauſe 
they ouer-lowed the time, had heauen gates 
barred vp againſt them. Let vs alſs remember 
the fearefull and dolefull example of the rich 
Glutton, which being in hell fozments, pellen 
| and pelped foz the leaſt eaſe and helpe that 
might be, and could not haue it. An hundzed 
thouſand times ther efoꝛe better it is foz vs, s 
leaue our ſins now, to mourne foz them nos, 
| t now to repent, then hereafter (alas) when it 
| ſhal be folate:betternowa great deale totake | 
; ſome paines, to ſtraine our (elnes to leave our 
anes,and to make our hearts ſmart foz them, 

then to be condemned foꝛ euer, and to crie in 
the bottame of hell : We haue wearted our 
3 ſelues| 4 
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ſelues in the wap of wickednes and deffrection 
and we haue gone ſh:ongh dangerous wales, 
but we haus not knewne the way of the Lozd. 
What bath pꝛide pꝛofited vs? oz what p:ofit 
bath the pomp ok riches bought vs: All theſe 
things are paſſed a wap like a ſhadow, and as a 
Poſt that paſſed by. Me haue ſet our ſelnes as 
gainft the childzen of God, we hane had them 
in derifton , and in a parable of repꝛoach: we 
folcs thought their life madnes, and thcir end 
with diſhono;:butlo,thep are counted amongſt 
the childzen of God,x their poꝛ tion is amongſt 
the Datnts:Mherfoze let vs know the time of 
our calling, and let vs not be wozſe then the 
| fowles ofthe apze:the Lurtlc,the Crane, and 
| the Swallow, obſerue the time of their com- 
ming: the huſbandman taketh his time, the 
| Pariner watchcth his tides : therefoze let vs 
| alſo take the time; t turne to the Lozd, whit 
it is ſayd to day: which grace God grant vs. 
Hob let vs returne to the fourth point, con- 


cerning the cauſes which map moue vs vnto 
repentance. rein J haue obſerued nine ſpe- 
ctall things. 

Firft, thc great mercy of God [eadeth vs vn- 
to repentance, as Rom.. The bouutifulneſſe 
of God leadeth vs vnto repentance, ſaſth the 
A poſtle: God doth continually fotlow vs with 
dis merties and benefits, both ñ—ũ—é — 
au 
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ſoulcs : bodies, we haue no 250 thing whicc⸗h 
we haue not receined at his hands, we hold all 
| that ws hane,ofhim;e to him we are beholding 
; - fozall:great is his mercy towards our bodies, 
and euerp mercy t benefit either towards ſoule 
02 bodies, calleth vs to repentance; he gineth vs 
meate,dzinke, and clothing, theſe call vs to re- | 
pentance: he kepcth vs at his owne coft and 
charges here below, this callcth vs to repen⸗ 
tance: the Sunne,the Pone,ethe Stars call 
ts vnto repentance; the birds of the apze, the 
fiſhes of the ſea, and the fruits of the earth,cry Þ 
out vpon vs both lowd and \bztll; Repent.res ! 
pent: All creatures moue vs vato repentance: ;| 
Dur creation calleth vs, our Redemption crys 
eth, our Sangification knocketh, and our E- 
lecion moneth vs to repentance : What could 
God doe moze foz his Uine-yard that he hath 5; 
not done: Therefoze let vs repent. | j 
Secondlp, the iudgements of God moue bs | 
bnfo Repentance ; foz all the thunder-bolts, | 
plagnes , and puniſhments, which Cod hath #3 
| thzowne downe vpon obſtinate ſinners, fi om 
| the beginning ofthe woꝛld, are fo many war | 
ning pieces bnta vs, to awake vs out of the 5 
1 dead lleep of in, and to pꝛicke vs to repentance. jj 
As in 1 Cor. 10. when the Apoſtle had cited 
diners great iudgements of God againft the l 


olde Aſraslites foz diuers ſins, he concladeth ; 
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Now all theſe things came vnto them for ex- 
amples, and were written to 8dmoniſh vs, vpon 
whom the ends of the world are come. De 
that all the (wdgments we reade ol in the ſcrip⸗ 
tures, are as ſo many admonitions, and as it 
were Cart-ropes to dzaw vs to repentance, 
All the tudgements we reade of, doe ſ&, and 
beare of cutty dap,knock with maine ſtrokes, 
beate downe right vpon our conſclences to re- 
pentance. The vgly monſters, ftrange bids, 
and ficry conſtcllations, vaknowne comets, ſo- 
daine deaths, maruellous dzonghts, vnwonted 
ſnowes, hozrible in undations, fozraine won⸗ 
ders, range apparitions, thzcatning of hea- 
nen aboue with flaming and ſhoting fire, 
| Teinbling of the earth viider our fort, and our 
' bouſrs over aur heads as of late days: What 
| arealitheſe,bat as it were great Cranes with 
beames and Cable-roycs, to dzaw vs to the 
| Lo2dbyrepentance ? 

Thirdly, the word of God helpeth vs to re- 
pentance : fozas God in the old time (ent his 
Dioppsts both early 8nd late, to call the re- 
bellious Jewes to repentance : ſo he ſendeth 
abꝛoad thePzeachers and ꝓcſſengers in theſe 
dayes to ſound bp the Trumpet of dis Mod. 
und to ring the ſwert Bels of Azron among 
them, to awake them to repentance : but alas, 


+ how lightip are they regarded ? Who — 
e 


. Jeiar 


their voyte / But ſurely this is the laſt teme | 
dy that God hath appointed; and i this will not 
moue bs to repentance,if this will not cure vs, 
then are we altsgether vncurable, 
Fourthlp, the infinite number of finnes we |! 
haue committed, ought to be lo many (purres 
in our ſides to picke vs to repentancc. It is ſuf- 
ficient ( ſaith S. Peter) that wee haue ſpent the | 
time of our life after the lults of the Gentiles, 
walking in wantonneſſe of luſts,drunkenneſle, | 
gluttony, drinkings, and all abhominable ido- | 
lacries. Therefoze it is time now to repent. |! 
Oh that men would loke backe to themſalucs, ! 
as they were fo:tp, thirty, twenty, z tame © 
pearcs agoe / Oh that they would call to mina 
their open and ſecret ganes,and me thinketh it 
ſhould make their hearts bleed within their 
bellies, to thinke vpon them! Oh that they 
would conſider how much time they haue miſ⸗ 
ſpent, and how many god things they haue | 
negledsy, and altogether omitted. ; 
Fifthp, che ſhorcacile of our life calleth ears 
neftly vs to repent. The time of our life i 
is irtp pᷣcares and ten, and it they liue to eigd⸗ 1 
ty yeares, pet is their ſtrengih but labour ann 
ſozrow, and ſo it is cut off quickly, and wee flie | i 
awap,ſaith the Pꝛophet Dauid; we haue ſpent 
our peares as a thought, therefoze he addeth | 
Teach vs to number our dayes, that wee may 
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apply our hearts to wiſedome. Our life,fo; the 
ſhozcaefle and inconſtancꝝ of it, in the Scrip- 
fares, is compared to gralle, to a Vapour, to 
ſmoake, to a weaners ſhattle, which glideth a- 
way ſwiltip. Euen ſo the dayes of men paſſs 
away, no man knoweth how. Man us of ſhore 
continuance (ſaith lob) and full of trouble: 
Experiente teacheth vs, that᷑ to day a man, to 
mozrow none. Hence awap we maſt all, here 
is no biding place foz vs: howſeane we know 
not. Therefoze let vs repent, 

Sirtly, the (mall number of thoſe which 
ſhall be ſaued, onght to thut va ward to 
repentance. Strive to enter in at the narrow 
Gate: for many, I ſay vnto you, will ſeeketo 
enter in, and ſhal not beable,ſatth Chriſt, Luk. 
13.24. And in another place he ſaithͥ: The gate 
is freight, and the way narrow that leadeth vn- 
to life, and few there be that finde it. A men 
would c6ſtder of this, it would make them lok 
better about them, and try with themſelues 
| whether they be of that ſmall number, oz no. 
| Senenthip,dearh threatens vs, which is verp 
terrible to the fleſh, and the remembzance of it 
verp bitter to a man that is ſouſed and ſoked in 
| the pleaſures of this wozld. It flatfereth no 
man, it regardeth noperſon, it weighethno 
{ fx(endſhip, it careth not fo: rewaros, it is very 

grim,vgly,and cruell, and killeth a 
| ere 
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whero it hiffeth. Therefo:s let bs repent. 
Eight. the day of iudgement, and ſecond ' 
appearing of the Son of man, he will come as 
a theefe in the night, in the which the heauens 
hall paſſe away With a nopſe , and the Ele» | 
ments ſhall melt with heat,and the earth with 
the wozks that are therein ſhall be burnt vp, 
Seeing therefoze that all theſe things muſt be 
diColued, what manner ef perſons ought you 
to be in holy conaerſation,and godlineſſe: ſaithj 
S. Peter. 2. 3. The Loꝛd Jcfvs ſhall ſhew him⸗ 
ſelfe from heaven with his mighty Angels in 
flaming fire, rendzing vengeance bnto them 
that know not God and obey not vnto the 
Goſpell of our Lo:d Jeſns Chaiſt: and the A- 
poſtle, 2 Theil. 1. I ſaw (ſaith lohn, Reu. 20.) 
a great white throne, and one that ſate on it, 
from whole face fled away both the earthand 
the heauen, & their place was no more found. 
And I ſaw the dead, both great & (mall, ſtand 
befoe God,& the books were opened. and an- 
other booke was opened, which is the book of 
life, and the dead were iudged of thoſe things 
which were written in the bookes, according ' 
to their workes ; and the ſea gaue vp her dead 
which were in her, and death & hell deliuered 
vp their dead whichwereinthem,& they were 
iudged cuery man according to his workes, | 


In theſe places wer (&@ both the —_— 
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the fear el. ages and glozp of Chaiffs com ming. 
Foz he Hul not come pozely t conte mptu⸗ 
sully, as in the ſicſt viũ tation, but he ſhai come 
verp pʒintelp, ropally, and triumphantly, to the 
great terrour of his enemies, when a conſt- 
ming fire Mall go befozehim,and ten thoaſand 
thouſands of Angels watte vpou him;at what 
time the kings of the earth,and the great men, 
and the rich men, an? the chiefe Captains, and 
the mighty men, 4 euery bond-man, and cuery 
fre-man, (hall hide themſelues in dens, and a- 
mongſt the rocks of mountains, and ſap to the 
rockes and mountaines, fall an vs, and hide 
vs from the pꝛeſence of him that ſitteth on the 
thzane,and from the wzath of the Lambe : foz 
the great dap of his wzath is come , and who 
can ſtand? Reu.6, Theretoze let vsrepent. 
Che laſt thing is Hell torments, then the 
which nothing is maze tutollerable . Theres 
koze ſayth Chiſt, Math.g. If thine hand cauſe 
thee to ottend, cut it off; it is better for thee to 
enter into life maymed , then having two 
hands togoe into hell, into the fire that neuer 
| ſhall de quenched, here the worme dieth not, 
and the hre neuet goeth out. The @cripture 
ſpeaketh terribly to our ſenſes concerning the 
eſtate of the damned perſons , calling it Þell- 
tre, damnation, the lake that burneth with fire 
and bzimſtone foz euer. In the 30. * 
| c 
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[ the Pzopheſie of !ſay , it is called Mrs ans | 


is even prepared of old,it is eucn gepared for 
the Kingz hee hath made it deepe ind large, the 
burning thereof is fire and much wood, the 
breath of the Lord, like ariuerof brimitone, 
doth kindle it. Theſe ſpechcs are terrible in 
themfelues, and very maruelloafly amaze ds. 
But if J had the tongncs of an hundzed meu; 
nap , of an hundzed Angels, pet were J not 
/ able to btter them, as ſome (ont day)ſhall fele 

them , much icfle were pou able to conceiue 

them. Jfailthe toztures and crucll tozmments 
| that can be deniſed by the wit of man, were 
| exccuted vpon ſome ons , yet were it nothing 
to this. We pae wzetches thinke there is no 
paine to a cholicke, oz accueil ague: But if ail 
cholickts, agues, and all other ſtrange diſcales, 
could peſlibty light vpon ene man, it were bur 
a fle>biting to that which is to come The 
paine is endleſſe , eaſclefſe and remedfleTe. 
Mhe dapes of their bclliſh fozments (hall ne» 
uer weare out, noz2 their peares come to an 
end, the longer they continue , the leſſe hope 
thep haue: when as manp pers be erpfred a8 
there be men in the wozld , and ffarros in the 
deauens: when as manp thouſand partes ars 
5 ended, as there be tons and ſands by the Sea | 

ſhoze, pet ill there be ten hundzed thouſand | 

times ſa many mozetocome. Thoſe that will 
not 


no? now be moucd in hearing , ſhall then ba 
crutbed in peccs in feeling. All dzunkards, 
ſwearers, whoze-mongers, vſurers, extoꝛtio⸗ 
ners, lyers, mockers, contemners,ſecurc pers 
ſons, tollp-fellowes, ropſting ruffians, luſty- 
bloads, the bzane lads of this wozld, and all o- 
ther vnbelceuers, ſhall one dap be appzehended, 
and arraigned befoze the bar of Godsfribunall 
ſeate, where the mateſtie of God ſhall and as 
boue them with a naked (wozd of vengeance, 
and a Dcepter of Juſtice; the Dinell, that old 
Sathan, Wall ſtand on the one ſive to accuſe 
them, and their owne conſcicnces on the other 
de to condemne them; e the gaſping gulfe of 
hell vnderneath them, ready to ſwallow them 
bp foz cuermoze. Then (hall the dzeadfull ſen- 
tence ofcternall woe and damnation pꝛocead 
againt them, Goe ye curſed into hell fire, &c. 
There they ſhall dzinke (as iuſt rccompents of 
their iniquity) the bitter cup of Gods etcrnall 
math e indignation in the kingdome of darke⸗ 
nee, andinthe fearefull pzeſence of Sathan, 
tall the curſed enemces of Gods grace: where 
the dolefull dumme of Gods anger ſhall ener 
ſound thzough their eares,whcre (hall euer be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth ; where ſhall be 
confuſion, woe, and endleſſe lamentation: 
their gripes ſhall beſo great, their groancs ſo 
da pe and their garboiles ſo intollerable, = 

they 


they ſhall grin like a dog in their internal cons 
unit ons, and with howling and yelling cry out: 
Mo and alas that euer J was bone: O that J 
bad neuer biene bozne! oz that mp mother had 
bozne me a tead: foz then mp cendition ſhould 
have bene better then it is; curſed was the 
time J was begot in, the houre J was concef- 
ued in, and the day J ſucked mp mothers paps: 
curſed J was al wales, curſed I am, and curſed 
I ſhall be cuermoꝛe . Mo, wo,how grcat is my 
toʒz ment: Whoſe heart doth not melt: Mhoſe 
tar es do not glow:z Whoſe hatrs do not tand 
vp 8n his head to heare theſe things e There- 
fo:e(deare bzethzen)let vs repent. If the mercy 
of God cannot allure vs, let his inogements 
| [care vs: It his ſudgements cannot ſcare bs, 
let his wozd mane vs : If his wozy cannot 
moue voa, let our ſins amaze bs: if out finscan- 
not amaze vs, let the ſhoztnes of our life vamp 
vs: If the Goztneſſe of our life cannot dampe 
bs , let the (mallnamber of thoſe that all be 
ſaved aft ap vs:ff that cannot afrap bs, lat death 
terrifie vs: It death cannot terrific vs, let the 
day of Judgement ſhake vs: If that cannot 
Wake vs, let hell fozments ſbudder bs e rend 
vs in pertes: Foz verily (my neten) it none 
of all theſe can pzenaſle, if wee Will not fo; a 
this repent , but be fill obſttnate, then wee 


ſhall all periſh , and be damned, —_— . 
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to Ch:ilks words. Now let vs pꝛociad to ſpeak 
ofthoſe things which hinder from repentance: 
which indeed, although they be in number inff 
nite, vet at this tums J will lay fozth ſeuen (peo 
clall lets and hinderances vnto repentance. 
Che ſtrit is Vnbeliefc:that is, when mea wil 
not belteue ſuch things which are ſpoken any 
pzoued vato them out of the woꝛd of God: tha 
is it that vomiteth vp all god things, and pop⸗ 
ſoneth the very intraples of a man , and k- 
peth all god graccs from vs, as appeareth, 
Matth. f 3. 38. He did not many great workes 
there for their vnbelicfcs fake: and inthefourth 
Chapter to the Hebrews it is ſaſd: vnto them 
was che Geſpell preached, as alſo vnto vs: but 
the word that they heard profited them not, 
becauſe it was not mixt with Faith in thoſe 
that heard it. . Do that here wee map ſ&@ , als 
though we heare neuct ſo mach, yet if wee 
bzaing not faith with vs, ive ſhall neuer pzofit 
unte repentance: Foz vabelicfe taketh vp our 
hearts foz Þathan, and refuſeth all the whole⸗ 
ſome vogrine of ſatuation, and doth ſo harden 
men inthe daes of ſinne, that in the end they 
becams pat feeling, and cannot be touched one 
whit, either with the udgements 023 mercy of 
God, but count the one as blaſks of winde,and 
make the other a concert foz their fiithincfle, 
Pou ſhall note ſome men, who when — 
aue 


haue heard their ſins Craightly ripped vp by 
the wozd of God, and their iuſt damnation 
pꝛoued by the tame, without ſpedpand earnett 
repentance, will bꝛeake out into theſe wozds 
of vabeliefe : Af this be as he ſaith, God hetpe 
vs, J hope it is not ſo: J truff J ſhall do well 
enough foꝛ all this, as long as J haue a god 
faith in God, and do na body no harme: Shall 
I leaue mp pleaſures and my pꝛoſlts foꝛ their 
ſaping Mhat : do they thinke none (hall be 
ſaued but ſuch as reade the Scriptures, and 
beare Þcrmons : God fozbito but thoſe which 
do not goe to heare Sermons ſhould be ſaned 
aſwell as they: whp, map not one ſerue God 
aſwell at home in his houſe, hauing god boks 
and god Pzaycrs, as by comming to the 
Church ta hearc ſermons and ſcruice? Alas! 
theſe men ſtand to much in their owne light, 
and bewzap what follp and ignozauce is in 
them. Fo2 doe they thinke to be ſaved by any 
other meancs then God bath appopnted : 03 
when God hath anouched any thing in his 
woꝛd, will they except againſt if, and ſo make 
God a lyar: When God hath once ſet downe 
a thing, e pzoued it to their faces, will they pet 
reply: when God bath told vs, that the p2cas 
ching of the wozd is the odinary means of our 
ſaluation hall we hope to be ſaued though we 
contemne it, and — very leldome / heare 
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it: Js not this plaine infidelifſe and vnbeliefe, 
that when God ſapth one thing, we will (ap 
another: when God laith pea, we will ſap no, 
I hope not fo? Yea ſurely, that is it that ſt op⸗ 
peth the wap to Gods graces, andbarreth vs 
out from repentance. 

The lecond let is, the preſumption of Gods 
mercy : foꝛ if men be ſharply repꝛoued foz their 
fin, and erhozted to repentance, by and by they 
talke coucrtly ſaping; God is mercitull, God 
is mercitull : as though God were made all of 
mercy , and that there were no iuſtice in him 
at all. And thus the wicked make Gods mer- 
ep an occaſion to ſinne. Which thing the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet Nahum inthe firſt of his Pꝛophecie doth 
Garply repzoue. The Lord (ſaith he) is ſlowe 
to anger, but he is great in power, and will 
not ſurely cleare the wicked. But becauſe 3 
haue ſpoken befoze of this pꝛeſuming and miſ⸗ 
applying of Gods mercy, J will here paſſe it 
ouer, willing you to note it as one ſpeciall let 
vntorepentance. 

The third hinderance is, the example of the 
multitude : fo2 that doth harten and embolden 
men vnto ſinne: As when many birds flicker 
and flocke together, they fall vpon the baitc 
without any feare , bat one oz two alone will 
be afraid: even ſo the examples of many finne» 
compantons do embolten men to run thzough 
the 


the ſnares of Sathan, withont any miſtruſt. 
Mherfoze it is ſaid in £x0,23. Thou ſhalt not 
follow a multitude to doe cuill- Thts is the | 
thing which hindereth a great number from 
God: foz they neuer loke vp vnto God, oꝛ to 
his wozd, but ſtars vꝑon the comman doings | 
of moſt men, and examples of the wozld : 
thinking, they doe as the moſt men doe, and 
as their foze-fathers haue done befoze them, 
they are cocke-ſure and on an euen ground. 
And thereupon artſcty their diuelliſh pꝛouerb; 
Doe as the moſt men doe, and the tewelt will 
{peake ill of you. But they haue foꝛgotten &. 
Pauls rule, Rom. 21. Faſhion not your ſlelues 
like vnto this world. Thele fellows that ſtand } 
bpon multitudes, will reaſon thus: Me (@ | 
none of the great ones of the woꝛld, none of 
the Noble, none of the rich, none of the wiſe | | 


| 
| 


and pzudent receiue this dodrine, but onelpa 
few ſhake · ragges, and beggarly raſcalls; 0 
therkoze it is atoken that it is nothing wozth. 
and that it is doubtfull, & not fo2 vs to meddle 
withall. Loe what thoughts map cre&pe ints | 
our heads, and how flily Sathan map trumpe 
in our way, and blind- fold vs, leade as awap | 
in the darke , by doting vs with the example 
of the multitude. Zhercfoze let bs take hed of 
thoſe pit-falls which Satan layeth in our wap, 
and not be carried awap with thole thoughts 
D 2 and 
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and reaſons. The wicked beare themſelues in 
hand, that thep ſhall winne the game, and that 
the gole goeth on their ſide, 2 there is nothing 
but crowing long befozcit be day, 4 great tri⸗ 
umphing among them befoꝛe any ſtroke be gi⸗ 
uen, andthatbecanſe we are but a handfull of 
people, and ther a great multitude, and that in 
a maner the whole woꝛld agreeth with them to 
p2actiſe our death. Thus the dinell doth caſt a 
milt tefo:e their eyes, and ctoſely leades them 
away from repentance. © hersfoze deare bes 
thꝛen, let vs tandfaſt in the woꝛd of the Lozd, 
and not be caried awap, oꝛ bowedguite downe 
with the raging ſtreame of the muitifude, buf 
let vs know it to be one ſpetiall engine of Sa- 
than whereby he dzineth vs from repentance. 

The fonrth let bnto repentance is, long cu- 
ſtome of (in:foz that tatcth away all ſenſe and 
feeling of finne, and maketh it as it were ano- 
ther Nature vnto vs, ſo that wee map aſwell 
alter nature. as ſhake it off, t hen it is once thus 
ſouldꝛed vnto vs, th2ough long cuſtome. Ther⸗ 
koꝛe it is ſaid, ler. 13.23. Can the blacke Moore 
change his »kinne, or the Leopard his ſpors ? 
Then may ye u elſo do good that are accuſto- 
med to do euill. There the Pꝛophet affirmeth 
that it is as hard to cure an olde diſeaſe that is 
bꝛed in the bones, and to remedy a ſinne that 
bath bone hatched and brought vp with vs, — 
| 0 
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fo walha blacke Poꝛe white, oꝛ to change the 
ſpots ofa Lepoard, which cannot be withaut 
deſtroping of nature. And ſarcip, try it who | 
will, be ſhall finde as hard a matter toleane an 
old cuſfome, whether it be of ſwearing, of gas | 
ming, of lying, of whazing, of euill company, | 
92 any other ſinne, as to waſh an Ethiopian. 
Therefoze it is wzitten, Prouer. 27. Though 
thou ſhouldſt bray a foole in a motter, among 
Wheate brayed with a Peſtel, yet will not his 
fooliſhneſſe depart from him. So that as long 
as we are in cuſtome with ſinne, the doe of 
repentance is barred againſt vs. 

The fift hinderance is long eſcaping of pu- 
niſhmene, foz the wicked thereby are hardened | 
in ſinne, and dziuen off from repentance ; enen | 
as an olde thiefe that hath fotten a long time, 
and eſcaped both pꝛiſon and gallowes, is ants | 
mated mo2e boldly to pꝛoceed in his wickednes | 


thinking he ſhall ſo alwaies eſcape. Bo man 
filthy and loſe livers goe foꝛward in their abs | 
homination, without repentance,thinking that 
becauſe God doeth not inconttnently puniſh | 
them, and ſhew ſome manifold judgement and 
ſigne of his wzath vpon them, therefoze they 
ſhal be acquitted foz alfogether.UWhercas cons | 
trariwiſe, it God ſhould by and by ſtrike them | 
downe as ſonec as they had ſinned, by thunde⸗ 
ring vpon one, and lightning vpon another. 
and 
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um rain fire and bzimſtone vpon the third, 
it would make them afraid. Yeereupon it is 
faidin 2 Per. 3.2.4. This firſt vnderſtand, that 
there ſhall come in the laſt dayes , mockers, 
. which will walke after their luſts , and ſay: 
Where is the promiſe of his comming ? For 
face the Fathers dyed, all things continue a- 
* like from che beginning of the Creation. But 
* lettheſe men well uno, that when God hath 
delayed a long time, and pꝛolonged the terme 
f the wicked, at length he will ſhew, that al⸗ 
though be waited foz their repentance, pet he 
fozgot not their miſdeeds, but regiſtred them 
beloze him, and packed them vp pon agreat 
deape, to increaſe the terrour of his wꝛath. 
The ſixt hinderance is, the beholding of o- 
ther mens ends. Fa: when ſome men that have 
liued a wicked and an vngratious itfe,and haue 
bene notozions ſinners, enen to the wozld- 
wr, ſo that cnerp man could point at them: 
pet if vpon their death-bed they can ſap a few 
ged w22ds, and cry God mercy, and ſap their 
papers, and fo:gtue all tho wozld , and ſo die 
-guicefly , it is maraellons to hearc how folifh 
people ofthe wazld will exalt them, and ſuſtiſle 
them,ſaying: Be made a very god end as any 
ma: coutd make, he dyed as quiet as a Lambe, 
m ſet all things in god oꝛder befo2e he dyed. 
Darcupon anather wicked and — 
varle 


barlst is incouraged to nne: Foz thinketh 
he, ſuch a man liueth as loſcly as J, man | 
elſe, and pet he made a very god end, n why | 
map not do ſo to: But alas theſe mens eics | | 
are bleared ; fo2 to dye quietip is not to dye 
godlp : to cry God mercy foz faſbion, is nos to | 
haue God merciſull: to ſap a few pzapersfrom 
the teeth outward, is not to dye in the faith of 
Chaift : foz man doe all theſe, and pet dic m. 
ſtrably. 

Che laſt let is, hope of long life : ter while 
men fiede and beſot themſclacs in this hope, 
they fre dzunken in Gnne, and defcrre the bay 
ofrepentance,as the rich man in the 12. of Lu. 
dꝛeaming of his long life, caſt off ali thought of 
God, ano the other life, andofChzrfts comes | 
ming, and of ali god things, and ſapd mithin 
himſelfe : Soule, thou haſt much goods layd 
vp for many yeares, live at caſe, care, dripke, | 
and take thy paſtime . Thus the bleare-eped | 
men of this wozld, choake bp repentance, and 
quite ſmother it, by doating themſelucs with 
hope of long life. Therfoze my derebzethzen, 
A beieech pon by the mercics of God, in the 
bowels of Chziſt Jeſus, that none of all theſe 
common lets may (tap pou from ſp@&dpand vn. 
fained repentance,but that you may cuer-ſlide 
them all: leſt haply you being ſoumd without 
Repenfance , and taken tardy myour firmes, 
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in th al all iop, in ihe dees 2 kurt: 
mira ley he bzing vs all lich 
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tene? ombon,\ eiche Father, and the halt 
She bo all Hondbur, e 
ominion,now and for euetmorc. Amen. 
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